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\ GENTLEMAN in the Coun- 
try, Oc. 


T yours I learn, that the 
„ ſhutting up of the E- | 
piſcopal Meeting-hou- 
ſes in this Place, is 1 
much talk'd of with 
you in the Country : - 
I afſure you it has been 
no leſs the Subject of 

1 Diſcourſe amongſt us in 
Town; and therefore, ſeeing you urg'd me 
o it, I ſhall no longer forbear to give you 
IS Thoughts of the Repreſentation of the 
| ph 17 
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Commiſſion of the General Aſſemuly, wu 
was the remote Occaſion of it. | n 
T 1s Repreſentation is blam'd in Conſt! 
panies with much freedom, and our Churdſ a 
exclaim'd againſt upon Account of it, in If 
I 

1 

| 


very indecent Manner, by many who nev« 
faw it. And therefore I here ſend you a Cop 
of it, with'fome Obſervations, tending to {} 
the Conduct of the Commiſſion in its tr 


To their ExXCELLENCIES. 


The Loxps JusTIcEs, 

| The Humble | 
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AssEMBLVYW of the CHURCH. 
of SCOTLAND. 
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May 3t pleaſe your Excellencies, 4 
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E having the deepaſt Senſe of the * 

| * Bleſſings we enjoy under Hi | 

* Majeſty's happy Reign, and <4 1 
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| prevails in many Places of this Country. 
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Obligations to exert our ſelves, to the ut- 
moſt of our Copacity, for the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the Safety 
and Stability of his Government, cannot 
forbear to lay before your Excellencies, the 
Informations we have received, at this our 
Meeting, of the growing Diſaffection that 


TRE reſtleſs Endeavours of Popiſh Emiſ- 
faries, countenanced by ſome of great Note 


in the Northern Parts of Scotland, have of late 
been too ſucceſsful, in perverting many to 


the Errors and Superſtitions of the Church 
of Rome, and ſo withdrawing them from 
their Duty and Allegiance to His Ma- 
jeſty, and engaging them in the Inte- 
reſt of the Popiſh Pretender: Whereby 
the Miniſters of the eſtabliſned Church, 
and others well affected to His Majeſty's 
Government in thoſe Parts, are great! 
diſcouraged ; the good Laws that are al- 
ready made, not being duely executed by 
inferior Magiſtrates, of whom many de- 
pend upon thoſe who are notoriouſly Diſ- 
affected. 

[lr Diſaffection and diſloyal Pra- 
Atices were confined to the Papiſts a- 
mongſt us, it were leſs alarming, the Prin- 
ciples of their Religion leading them to it: 
But there are too many, who call them- 


ſelves Proteſtants, who with their utmoſt 


* Induficy 
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| KK R promote the Intereſts of a Pop 
| Pretender: One great Engine they uſe | 
„that End, is, the erecting of Meeti 
| * houſes, contrary to Law, in many Place | 
| * wherein the Preachers neither pray for HF. : 
| * Majeſty and the Royal Family, nor a 
| qualified by taking the Oaths to the G 
* yernment, which the Law requires: Ma 
* of theſe Preachers were acceſſory to th 
| * late unnatural Rebellion, and their Co 
| * gregations wholly conſiſt of Perſons di 
{ * aftected to His Majeſty, many of whon 
| appeared in Arms againſt Him, ang 
* will not at all join in Worſhip wherg; 
| © His Majeſty is prayed for, tho* the Forny, 
| * of Worſhip be otherwiſe never ſo agreeable in 
| to them: And ſuch is their Zeal for increaſſ 
1 ing their Numbers, that they ſpare ne 
* Pains nor Expences to make Proſelytes te 
* their diſloyal Principles, and to engage 
them in their ſeditious Courſes. | 
Wx are the more concerned for theſe 
| Practices, and the more apprehenſive 0 
| the Conſequences, that their Induduſtry 
| in erecting Meeting-houſes appear'd, in 
a remarkable Manner, a little before the 
Diſcovery of the horrid Conſpiracy, which 
the Parliament has lately had under their 
Conſideration. About that Time, ſome 
| Perſons pretending to be Biſhops, who 
| could have no Conge d' eſlires mes FI 
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je Pretender, taking upon them the Au- 
ority of Prelates, did diſperſe their diſ- 
T&ed Clergy through all Places of Scot- 
and, where they could have any Footing, 
ad were particularly careful to have Meet- 
nes form'd for them in the greateſt Towns, 


hich a particular Liſt is herewith tranſ- 
itted, where, with too much Succeſs, 
hey continue to diffuſe their diſloyal Do- 
rines,and to revive the Spirit of Rebellion, 
hich was much ſunk in many Places. 
*Trxsx Mischiefs, we apprehend, do 
in a great Meaſure ariſe from the Neglect 
of the Execution of the Laws: Many of the 
inferior Magiſtrates utterly refuſe, when de- 
aged, to ſhut up Meeting-houſes that are ma- 
4 nifeſtly illegal; and when, by Proſecutions 
before the ſuperior Judges, which cannot 
"SYbe carried on without great Expences, 
eſel ſome of theſe ſeditious Preachers are diſ- 
charged from Preaching in one Place, they 
only ſhift their Station to another. 
% W = are far from wiſhing the leaſt De- 
hel gree of Perſecution or Hardſhip to be put 
upon any Man for his religious Principles: 
But theſe Things appear. to us of ſo great 


Or 
able 


he State, that we cannot conceal our Fears 


that 


nd Places of the moſt publick Reſort, of 


Importance, and ſo open Breaches of the 
Civil Laws, and do fo nearly affect our 
happy Conſtitution both in Church and 
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Commiſſion of the General eAſſembly, at thi 


e 
that they L have very diſmal Effects 
proper Remedies be not ſpeedily applie ac 
* And therefore do moſt humbly and earn ac 
& ly intreat your Excellencies may be plea(Whe 
* to give ſuch Orders, for putting a Stop 
* thet: growing Evils, as your Excellen 
in your great Wiſdom (hall ſee fit. 


Edis. Aug uſt 
16th 1723. 
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Vo ſee, Sir, that Repreſentation, Whiſlhe 
has made ſo much Nath and from wu 
ſome have taken Occaſion to make ſuch lol 
Complaints againſt our Church, as if her ! 
dicatories were exciting the Government Ih 
perſecute Part of the King's peaceable Su 
jects, _ 
Trex Occaſion of it in ſhort was this, TIP: 


L 


Meeting in HAaguſt, were inform'd by ſo 
f their Number from the North-Count 
that the Papiſts, in Places where their Nun 
bers were any way conſiderale, were 510 

ing daily more inſolent, and that 1lleg! 
Meeting-houſes were ſet up in the Northeſſi: 
Parts, by ſome of the Prelatical Clergy, a 
trequented by all the diſaffected Gentlemen 
the Neighbourhood, and ſuch others as the 
could have any Influence upon: That the 
Preach! 


e 
Preachers were not qualified to the Govern: 
nt in Terms of Law, nor pray'd for His 
ts zjeſty King George: That ſeverals of them 
fie ad been acceſfory to the late Rebellion, and 


ne had been depos'd by Church - Judicatories for 
ealfhheir Concern in that Unnatural Inſurrecti- 
pn: That notwithſtanding of their being ſo ob- 
n 


oxtous to the Law, they acted in ſome Places 

ith great Inſolence, and behav*d rather like 

liniſters of an eftabliſh*d Church, than Mi- 

iſters of a tolerated Party, who ſo much 

anted the kind Connivance of a Government 

hich they had been endeavouring to over- 

rn ; inſulting the eſtabliſh*d Miniſters and 

hifihoſe of their Congregations, and putting up- 

vhidn them a great many Hardſhips, wherever 

loffheir Numbers encourag?d them to do it: 

er That they were daily endeavouring to extend 

nt he Bounds of the diſaffected Congregations 

Sußlready erected, and to erect new ones in o- 
her Places: In all Which they exactly kept 

„TPace with the Conſpiracy, which had ſo late- 

they been laid open by His 722 and the 
ſon Parliament. Of the Truth of all which the 
ommiſfion was ſatisfyd, from the per ſonal 
Knowledge of their Members who infor- 
groſned them, and from comparing the Dates of 
llegfthe ſeveral Facts, with the Progrefs of the 
rtheſyate horrid Conſpiracy. 

„a B thefe Informations, the Commiſſioz were 
nen Perſwaded, that the Papiſts and non- qualifi- 
_ th&d Prelatiſts, were united in the grand De- 
the © © 3 ſign 
che! 
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ſign of propagating a Spirit of DifaffeQionſſh,, 
to our happy Proteſtant Settlement: Andie 
that their illegal Meetings for religious Wor a- 
ſhip were the great Engines by which the 
carried on this Deſign ; and therefore that, as 
good Subjects to His Majeſty, and Inhabitants 
of a Proteſtant Country, they could not o 
mit laying theſe Things before the ſupreme 
executive Power, the Lords Juſtices: The 
thought they could not be anſwerable to the! 
own Conſciences, nor accountable for thq 
Truſt repos'd in them by their Conſtituentsſa 
if they ſhould fit ſtill and ſee Things work ſd f 
manifeſtly towards a new Rebellion, without] 
laying what Informations they had of Thingy , 
before the Government, that they might tak qa. 
ſuch Meaſures as they ſhould ſee fit for pre. 
venting, the bad Conſequences of them; andy; 
thereupon they formed the Repreſentation ay, 
bove recited, which you ſee is in all Thingg 
agreeable to theſe Sentiments and Views. 


Sm + 


WJ 


Y ov ſee, Sir, that the Commiſſion do nc n 
repreſent to the Lords Juſtices the keeping n 
up of a groundleſs Separation from the Worffp 
ſhip of | eſtabliſh*'d Church; they do ng, 
ſo much as inſinuate the leaſt Complaint qr 
a Toleration, very large in its Bounds, ani f 
procur'd in a very diſmal Time, by ſome 8 
the Enemies of our Church, with a Deſigſ n 
very unfavourable to us; they do not cone 
plain of either Papiſts or ſeparating Prelatiſſ d 


for any Peculiarity in their religious I 7 
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onfples or Worſhip ; altho' theſe things are Mat- 
nter of Grief to all good Men amongſt us, 
oFand ſome of them have been publickly declared 
eGrievances by our General Aſſemblies; But, 
A merely, and in the {ſofteſt Terms that the Sub- 
ntYject would bear, they lay before the Lords Ju» 
OFltices the Growth of Diſaffection to King 
me Georgs Government, and the bad Conſe- 
© quences that might enſue to the Country and 
ett our Proteſtant Settlement, from difactected 
the Clergy-Men there, enjoying all the Benefit of 
atya very large Toleration, without fulfilling the 
* f few eaſie and molt juſt Conditions of it. 
AND now, where lies the Fault of this? 
8 Are not Miniſters and Church Judicatories, 
takes well as others, to be faithful Subjects to 
Pre the King and Government under which they 
anqive? Are not they who have ſworn Allegi- 
n ahnce to His Majeſty King George, bound to 
ung edo every Thing they can for maintaining His 
Government and lawful Authority? Are not 
q they who have ſworn as we have done) to 
ping maintain the Succeſſion to the Crown in the 
V Of Proteſtant Line, to the utmoſt of our Power, 
NY bound to lay open, as much as we can, theſe 
It ¶ Deſigns that manifeſtly tend to the Subver- 
aA ſion of His Majeſty's Government, and the 
Succeſſion in his Royal Family ? And are 
not all good Proteſtants hound in Duty ta 
God, and Regard to their holy Religion, to 
Ido what is in their Power for preventing the 
L Acceſſion of a Po- Pretender to the Throne 
* | B 2 and 
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which would inevitably follow ? be 
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and the Settlement of £ opery amongſt in 


Bor as the belt Things are moſt liablq pf 
to be miſrepreſented, by tome from Maliceſic 
by others from Miſtake, I underſtand tha 
this Step of the Commiſſion has been calldz 
by Enemies, Perſecution, and by ſome Friendf 
needleſs and unneceſfary, and by a third Sorte 
it may perhaps be ſaid to be uncharitable. ni 

PERSECUTION, as I take it, is theſth 
putting of a Man under external Hard{hipsÞin 
purely upon account of his religious Princiſe: 
ples or Worſhip, which do not at all afteahn 
the Authority of the Prince, or the Peace ande 
Safety of the civil Society. Thus it was'Per$ 
ſecution in the Heathen Emperors to baniſh,Þ: 
torture and murder the Primitive Chriſt ians,þe 
who liv'd peaceably thro? the Empire, andpe 
pray for the Proſperity of the Emperor ande 

is Family, as the ancient Apologiſts in| 
form us: Thus alſo it was Perſecution in 
Popiſh Princes to moleſt, baniſh and burn atþþr 
a Stake the Proteſtants at the Reformati-fſe 
on, for worſhipping and _ believing according 
to their Conſcience, and for not complyingſſc 
with a Worſhip. which they thought idola-ffu 
trous: And thus it was juſtly accounted Per- 
ſecution in the Times of Charles the II. tog 
fine and plunder Men, becauſe they did 
not own the Miniſters of the then eſta- 
bliſd Church, as their Miniſters, and join 
in Worſhip with them, when they judged it 


uy 


( 13 N 
nlawful, -tho? they behav'd themſelves as 
became loyal Subjects; which was the Cafe 
bleÞbf great numbers of the Presbyterian Perſwa- 
iceYjon in Scotland, belides many others. who 
haWuffer'd unjuſtly upon a civil Account. But I 
Ian find no ſuch Thing in the Repreſentation 
ndÞÞbf the Commiſſion : They do indeed, as it 
ortSh:comes good Subjects, acquaint the Govern- 
nent of the ſpreading of Diſaffection, and of 
theſthe Methods that are taken to propagate it, 
ips inder the Diſguiſe and Cloak of Religion, 
nciJeaving- it to the proper Judges to take the 
tcUnolt fit Methods for preventing the bad Con- 
andequences. And is it Perſecution to put 
PerÞ Government ' in mind to look to their own 
iſh, Pafety, on which the Preſervation of our Li- 
ans, perty, and of the Proteſtant Religion de- 
andpends? Does the Commiſſion move the Go- 
andfrernment to fine or baniſh. or execute any 
in-{Man for any religious Principle? not a all: 
| 1nfiſhey declare the contrary in this very Re- 
1 atÞreſentation., The utmoſt that can be pre- 
ati- ended to be deſir'd is, That the Government 
lingnay not ſuffer our Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment 
ingſo be undermin'd under the Covert of a Jole- 
ola-fatioz, of which the Terms are not fulfilled. 
Per- P! ſay ſome, the Terms of the Toleration are 
as thoſe of the Prelatical Clergy cannot 
a Conſcience fulfill, and therefore to ſhut u 
ſta- heir  Meeting-houſes for not fulfilling theſe 
oin f erms, is co perſecute them for Conſcience fake. 
dit THis Objection, if a little further ex- 
53535 FW Plain d, 
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1 
plain'd, would be ſpeaking out the plainſ! 
Truth, and would leave no Body at a Loſg®? 
how. to judge of this Matter: For indeed it ir 
to ſay, in other Words, that they will not pra 
for the King and Government, whoſe Pre ed 
tection and Favour they elaim; they will not of 
engage to be faithful Subjects, under a SettleJ> 
ment which is abſolutely neceſſary to ſecurdſt? 
our holy Proteſtant Religion and Civil Liber 
10 ties, but muſt needs be left at Freedom te Pt 
| betray both, while they claim the fame Prof. 
tection and Favour as the beſt of Subjects 1 
which puts me in Mind of the Fox- hunter inf? 
the Freeholder, who alledg'd when the High 


| Church Rebels were put in Priſon, That . S 
[ was very hard to Impriſon honeſt Gentlemen fo 8 


| acting according to their Conſcience, A Con 
ſcience that leads to Rebellion, a Conſcieno I 
that forbids to pay the Duties to the Sover th 
eign, which the Scripture plainly enjoins, if 
by no means a tolerable Conſcience: And se 

Man that has the Misfortune to be under it. 
Direction, muſt be content to enjoy the Free ſt 
dom of his Thoughts, and of his private D 
votion, without pretending to the Liberty e a 
declaring them publickly to the World, E 
Ir it be asked, What ſhall thoſe of tht! 
Epiſcopal Communion do? The AnſweſR* 
| is ſhort and eaſie, either fullfil the Terms 5. 
' the 'Toleration, or be content with priva D 
| Worſhip, in the Terms of Law. Add to af 
N this, that there 18 O diſſenting Meeting 10 
| lerated” 


( 5: ) 
lerated,cither in Exgland or Ireland, but where 
e Miniſter is qualified in Terms of Law, and 
+ Iprays for his Majeſty King George by Name. 
ra And tho'a few of the Miniſters of the eſtabliſh- 
>:;yed Church of Scotland have not taken the Oath 
nolof Abjuration; yet it is evident, that their 
tle Peruple does not proceed from Diſaffection to 
ur His Majeſty,or his Government, by their pray- 
Yer ing in expreſs Terms tor King George, and the 
+ roteſtant Succeſſion in His Royal Family. 
drol Lr it be faid, that whatever be in theſe 
Things, it is not the Buſineſs of Church: 
zimen to inſtigate a Sovereign, to uſe the ut- 
igh moſt Rigour of Law againtt their fellow 
F Chriſtians, but to leave it to the Government 
fo itſelf, and the Officers of the Law to look to 
on22y Diſorders of that Sort that are committed; 
enelL anſwer, This would be true, if Men when 
verſthey become Church-Officers, were diſcharg'd 
from being good Subjects, which indeed ſome 
Hem to think, if their Practice can be thought 
« itla ſure Evidence of their Principles. Mini- 
greelſters, as well as others, are bound to do the 
Duty of good Subjects to the Government 
ty Junder which they live. One of theſe Duties 
is, to do what we can by Information, Re- 
e preſentation, and otherwiſe, to prevent the 
{ſubverſion of the Government. And none 
ns have ſuch Opportunities of knowing what 
zjvall Diſaffection is carried on under a Cloak of 
o Religion through the Country, as the Mini- 
'. {ters from the ſeveral Corners, when they are 


* 8 met in a Church Judicatory. Bur 
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Bur the Repreſentation of the Cotmmiſ- 
ſion is uncharitable, for ſpeaking of the prela · 
tical Clergy and their Congregations; they! 
give them no better Deſignation, than ſ#chJ;. 
as call themſelves Proteſtants, This ſeems IR 
to inſinuate, that they are not really Prote- Ish 
ftants, but that they uſurp that Name with- I; 
out Ground. ; 
Tur Reaſon of this Way of Speaking, 5 
( which is not peculiar to this Repreſentation, pe 
but has been often uſed in other Papers) L 
fuppoſe, may be, that it is not eaſie to know 
what doctrinal Principles the prelatical Cler- 
| gy, and their Followers do maintain; and 
k particularly whether they moſt incline to the 
1 Popiſh Principles, or to fuch as are uſually 
| call'd the Proteſtant Principles. For as there 
is no known Body of Principles us'd by an 

| reform'd Church, which they ſubſcribe to, ſo 
' far as I know, ſo there are ſome Principles 
maintain'd by many of them, which have no]; 
ſmall Affinity with the Popiſþ Doctrines. 
Leſly's Project of an Union with the Gallican 
Church is well known; he was the chief Man 
among the Non- jurors in e . and is fol- 
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low'd in moſt of his hierarchical Notions by 
his Brethren Non-jurant Prelatifts in this 
Country. That there is a proper Sacrifice inflg 
the Lord's Supper, that there is an interme-| x 
1 
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diate State of departed Souls betwixt Heaven 
and Hell, and conſequently that there ts 
Place to pray for the Dead, are Doctrines 


taught 
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o|@ught by many amongſt them; altho?, to do 
them Juſtice, others of them do renounce 
chem. Some of the Writers of their Side, 
traduce the Reformation in Scotland as a Re- 
bellion, and bitterly inveigh againſt the 
Reformers. I have been certainly inform'd, 
that ſome of their diſaffected Followers do, 
in Companies, argue with great Bitterneſs a- 

gainſt Peoples learning to read ſo generally 
B flas they: now do, as a very dangerous and 


7 pernicious Practice. | 
3 N ow it is viſible, what a near Approach 


ſuch Notions do make to the Principles of 
the Romitſb Church: And if to all this we 
nd ſadd the kibwn Practices of theſe Men, their 
Principles will appear to be ſtill more uncer- 
Itain. They openly and ſteddily aſſert, and 
own the Title of a Popiſh Pretender to the 
Crown. They are ready to hazard their 
Lives and Fortunes in that Cauſe, which we 
can take to be nothing elſe, but a hazard- 
Jing of their All for overturning that Prote- 
Iſtant Religion, and Intreſt, which our An- 
ceſtors maintain'd at the Expence of their 
Blood. They viſibly - join with the Papiſts 


Popiſh Pretender to the Throne, the only = 
Way ( humanly ſpeaking) which the Court 
of Rome has left to deſtroy the Proteſtant 
Religion through all Europe. Their Clergy, 
in their Addreſs to the Pretender, when late- 
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in their Counſels and Endeavours, to bring a 


it to you, Sir, to judge whether t 


\ 


do ſay one Word of their being Proteftants; 


or ſo much as to deſire. that he may maintain; 


the Proteſtant Religion, but huddle up all in 


ſuch general Expreſſions, as he might under- 
{ſtand equally to favour Popery, When you 
have put all theſe Things tagether, I leave 
he Com- 
miſſion, when they ſpoke of theſe Men, could 
reaſonably deſcribe them otherwiſe than the 
have done, or even if any Man has much 
Reaſon to believe their Word, when they 
call themſelves Proteſtants ; A Proteſtant ( in 
our Senſe of the Word) is one who firmly 
believes the Principles of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and is ready to lay down his Lite for 
the Sake of it. Judge then what we can think 
of a Man whois ready to hazard his Lite 
for deſtroying it, | . 
 FHERE is another Surmiſe of the Jaco- 
bits, to wit, That the Commiſſion deſigned- 
ly tim'd their procuring of this Order of 
the Lords Juſtices, ſo as to exclude the Ex- 
ereiſe of the Chriſtmaſs Devotion. To con- 
fute this, there needs no more but to take no- 
tice of the Date of the Commiſſion's Repre- 
ſentation, which was eAwgaſt 16. 1723. The 
Complaints of Enemies upon this Subject 
are not ſurpriſing: But it is a little ſtrange to 
hear that ſome of the Friends of our Church, 
do join with them in blaming the Commiſ- 


ſion for their Repreſentation. Tis ſaid that 


thoſe bring forth their Complaints in Way of 
8 | Regrate 


s 
Reprate, £ ſorry ths 
Commiſſion ſhould have meddled in this AE 
fair, they wiſh they had let it alone, they 


the like. Alas! zWhat can move any Man, 
that has the leaſt Remains of Affection for 
our. Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, to blame z 
Church Judicatory for doing the Duty of 
ood: Subjects, good Proteftants, and good 
resbyterians ? What would our Forefathers 
think of this? Are they longing for another 
Rebellion? Are they for allowing Rendezvou- 
e- | fes of Rebellion, and Meetings for Sedition, 
dr | under the Diſguiſe of Meetings for religious 
k Worſhip ? Or, are they for hedging — ſav- 
te ing their Stake, in Caſe of the Succeſs of 

the Jocobite Deſigns? Or are they for truck- 
o- ling to the Jacobits, and courting them to 
d- favour them with their Intereſt in their on 
privat e Deſigns, to the manifeſt Hazard of 
x- our Religion and Liberty? Or are they im- 
[poſed upon by the Artifices of their Enemies, 
and from an Exceſs of good Nature led in- 
to a Miſtake as to this Deed of the Com- 


But for their Credit, I would fain perſwade m 
> [felf, that the laſt of theſe Suppoſitions is the 
h, [Caſe with many. T heartily wiſh they may 
if- be at the Pains to conſider Things as they 
at are, and lay to Heart what an Intereſt they are 
krving, by chyming in with the 1 
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are dit will turn more to the Detriment * 
of our Church, than to tis Advantage, and 
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Imiſſion? Their own Confſciences beſt know :* 


/ >” X bi 8 » G g ” a * * « 4 

7 x - P #4 , . i x TY . . | 

eee Enemies againſt our Ch 
8 9 fo - 2, 

thing ſo 
n — * « 


— 
__— 


- 
- L ——— —— as 


= E Y 
==B 


oY 4 v4 > wi 
5 ; | 
+ ' . = ; 
C * — v3 _ | . , 
* 3A 7 XS 


= 
* 
* 


: 


juſt and reaſonable. If there 
© D&:any of our Friends who are fo ſordid and 
"fiſh as: to be in the other two Caſes, I 


SS hope they will be ſo wiſe as tO conſider, that, 
HhHleſſed be God, our Caſe and the Cauſe of 
SM. Our Proteſtant Settlement, is not ſo deſperate, 


that we need to truckle to a Popiſh Intereſt ;; 
ind that, if it were otherwiſe, they muſt ei- 
Her reſolve. before hand to renounce: their 
Proteſtant Pringiples, or lay their Account to 
have no other Privilege, in Caſe our Ene- 
mies ſhould preyail, but that of Ulyſſes ins 
Polyphemus's Cave, To be the laſt that ſhall be 
de voured. a *7 | | 


I ſhall only further add, That the Magi. 


. 


8 ſtrates of Edinburgh have cauſed ſhut up and 


Pad-lock the Epiſcopal Meetine-houſes, and 
tis ſaid that other Royal Burghs are juſt to 
copy after them: But, I aſſure you, that will 
be of little Avail for anſwering the End of the 
Law, unleſs they and others,whoſe Duty it is, 
take Care that the Law be not eluded by Meets | 
ings in private Houſes,where the Number vaſt- 
ly, exceeds that allowed by Law: But let thoſe. 
concerned ſee to that, the Commiſſion have 
done their Duty, and, whatever ill Conſe- 
quences may follow, the Blame will not ly 
at their Door; And fo I bid you adieu. 
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